
Bifocal Media Assignment 

Grade 9 Academic English 

The meme:  --a virally-transmitted cultural symbol or social idea. A meme (rhymes with "team") 

behaves like a flu or a cold virus, traveling from person to person quickly, but transmitting an idea instead of a lifeform. 

The "meme" word was first introduced by evolutionary biologist, Richard Dawkins, in 

1976. "Meme" comes from the Greek word "mimema" (meaning "something imitated"). Dawkins described memes as a 

being a form of cultural propagation, a way for people to transmit social memories and cultural ideas to each other. Not unlike 

the way that DNA and life will spread from location to location, a meme idea will also travel from mind to mind. 

The Internet, by sheer virtue of its instant communication, is how we now spread modern memes to each other's inboxes, 

social network pages, etc. 

Urban dictionary: (www.urbandictionary.com) (view with caution!) 

Urban Dictionary is an internet source of slang words, phrases, and expressions. Most of these entries 

were submitted by users and passed through Urban Dictionary's editorial process. Founded by computer science college 

student Aaron Peckham in 1999, the site currently has 6,896,039 entries in their database. Urban Dictionary receives an 

average of about 2,000 new definitions from their users every day. Users don't need to register to enter in a definition, 

however they must provide a valid email address. The Urban Dictionary editors then review the submission and can vote to 

accept or reject it. Once the word makes its way into their database, it will come up whenever someone searches for that term. 

ASSIGNMENT: (media studies) 

1. After looking at some memes in class, and trying your hand at the “what I really do” meme template, you 

are now being asked to go online and use a meme generator to create a 6 panel meme for any two of the 

characters in the novel, Bifocal. Your memes should indicate several perspectives of the character, 

including how he/she sees him or herself. 

The memes will be evaluated on the reader’s understandings of these characters as demonstrated in the 

novel, and the implied messages of the images you choose to use for them. 

Some places to find meme templates:    memegenerator.net;   whatireally.com;   frabz.com 

2. Create 2 single frame memes. Choose 2 other characters not used above, and demonstrate their image 

and something they might say (using stereotypes) that could be backed up from the text in the novel, 

Bifocal.  (see the examples of Steve and Haroon’s parents shown by the teacher) 

 

3. After looking at some of the definitions of terms used to disparage people that can be found at 

urbandictionary.com, you are now being asked to create your own urban dictionary (with at least 8 

words) that provides definitions for words that describe different kinds of social outcasts.  (examples: nerd, 

geek, dweeb)  Do not use profanity. Do not attack homosexuals or any particular race or ethnicity.  Be 

sure to use full definitions that explain the origin of the word.  You can make up words if they are 

interesting and appropriate sounding ways to describe a certain kind of outcast.  Give your dictionary 

page a title, and provide the correct format for your references. 
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from Bifocal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve, from Bifocal 


